
Mr. President,

The Philippines endorses the objectives set by the Working Group on Treaty
Universalization (WGTU) and is committed to supporting the goal of expanding
Treaty membership. We concur that universalization is pivotal in ensuring that
the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) is equipped to address the issues it aims to resolve.
Without the universal acceptance and ratification of the ATT, its impact would
remain limited.

The Philippines strongly supports the Conference’s transition to a more practical
approach. We believe that to progress toward universalization, we need to focus
on developing tangible and practical steps to enhance the process of Treaty
ratification and implementation. Addressing gaps and providing practical
guidance would help attract and encourage new states to join the Treaty.
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The Philippines likewise fully supports the draft of a multi-year work plan for
Treaty Universalization. Drawing on our national experience, ratification of the
Treaty can indeed span several years. A multi-year format is certainly beneficial
and practical as it allows the WGTU to provide sufficient support to States for
an extended period of time. This enables a degree of flexibility to accommodate
and address national capacity constraints.

As emphasized during the Working Group Meetings, each State has its unique
set of circumstances and has different levels of capacity which underscores the
need for a more targeted approach to universalization. Therefore, the
Philippines reiterates our support for the proposal of developing tailored
assistance to ensure more effective and sustainable outcomes. 

We share the view that the WGTU's efforts work hand-in-hand with the
initiatives of the WGETI to ensure consistency and treaty compliance.

The Philippines reiterates its commitment to support the efforts of the WGTU
chairs by sharing valuable experiences and internal steps taken in ratifying the
Treaty. Our government agencies will also continue to be active participants in
future conferences, workshops or seminars that would provide a platform to
promote the ATT, particularly in the ASEAN region. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
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