Third Conference of States Parties of the Arms Trade Treaty (CSP3-ATT)
SIDE EVENT

“Arms transfers: A Human Rights perspective”
Presentation of the OHCHR report
“Impact of arms transfers on the enjoyment of human rights”

CONCEPT NOTE

1. CONTEXT

Arms transfers and its use may have positive or negative impact on the realization of human rights. In a
positive sense, States may acquire and use arms to protect individuals in their jurisdictions and establish
or maintain peace and security. Nevertheless, arms transfers may also seriously undermine the
enjoyment of human rights, especially of women, children, the elderly, persons with disabilities and
other groups and individuals in vulnerable situations. This reality is specifically addressed in the ATT
through various provisions:

e One of the main principles of the ATT is to respect and ensure respect for human rights in
accordance with, inter alia, the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, as well as to respect and ensure respect for international humanitarian law in
accordance with, inter alia, the Geneva Conventions of 1949 (Principles);

e One of the purposes of the ATT is to reduce human suffering (Art. 2);

e A State Party shall not authorize any transfer of conventional arms or items covered by the
treaty if it has knowledge that they would be used in the commission of genocide, crimes
against humanity, grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions of 1949, attacks directed against
civilian objects or civilians protected as such, or other war crimes as defined by international
agreements to which it is a Party (Art. 6.3);

e Exporting States shall asses, prior to the export, the potential that the conventional arms or
items: (a) would contribute to or undermine peace and security; (b) could be used to commit or
facilitate a serious violation of international humanitarian law, international human rights law,
an act constituting an offence under international conventions or protocols relating to
terrorism to which the exporting State is a Party; or an act constituting an offence under
international conventions or protocols relating to transnational organized crime to which the
exporting State is a Party (Art. 7.1); and

e Exporting States shall take into account the risk of the conventional arms or items being used to
commit or facilitate serious acts of gender-based violence or serious acts of violence against
women and children (Art. 7.4).

It is therefore relevant for ATT Membership to be aware that, pursuant to Human Rights Council
resolution 32/12 (2016), the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
prepared a report, in consultation with States, United Nations agencies and other relevant stakeholders,
on the impact of arms transfers on the enjoyment of human rights, in order to provide all stakeholders
with elements to assess the relationship between arms transfers and human rights law that may guide
them to strengthen efforts to effectively protect human rights. The report was presented to the Council
at its thirty-fifth session (June 2017).



2. OBIJECTIVE

The overall objective of the side event is to disseminate and discuss the findings of the report of the
OHCHR (A/HRC/35/8): “Impact of arms transfers on human rights” in the framework of the CSP3-ATT,
with a view to raising awareness about the applicability of the international human rights law
framework to the ATT and identify synergies between the work of the Human Rights Council, the OHCHR
and the ATT bodies and mechanisms in the field of arms transfers and human rights.

3. DATE AND VENUE

The event will take place on Tuesday 12t September 2017, between 1:15 pm and 2:45 pm, at Room 5 of
the Centre International de Conférences Genéve (CICG). Sandwiches and beverages will be provided
outside Room 5 prior to the Side Event start time.

4, ORGANIZERS

- Permanent Mission of Peru
- WILPF

5. CO-SPONSORS

- Amnesty International

- Department of Public international law and international organization of the University of
Geneva

- Permanent Mission of Uruguay

- Permanent Mission of Guatemala

- Permanent Mission of Costa Rica

6. PROGRAMME

a. Welcoming remarks: Permanent Mission of Peru

b. Opening remarks: Ambassador Sabrina Dallafior, Permanent Representative of Switzerland to
the Conference on Disarmament

c. Co-moderators: Mr. Carlos Sibille Rivera (Peru) / Ms. Allison Pytlak (WILPF)

d. Speakers:

- Ms. Peggy Hicks (Director of the Division of Thematic Engagement, Special Procedures and
Right to Development — OHCHR)

- Ms. Rasha Abdul Rahim (Amnesty International)

- Professor Marco Sassoli (Department of Public International Law and International

Organizations of the University of Geneva)

e. Q&A


http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/35/8

7. LANGUAGE

Simultaneous interpretation will be available in English, French and Spanish.

8. POINTS OF CONTACT

e Counselor Ana Teresa Lecaros
Permanent Mission of Peru
Mobile: +41 799209041
Email: alecaros@onuperu.org

e  First Secretary Carlos Garcia
Permanent Mission of Peru
Mobile: +41 762827128
Email: cgarcia@onuperu.org
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