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Third intervention: Partners Foundation to the working group on the universality of the ATT
On transparency as a strategic tool to strengthen the universality of the ATT
Partners for Transparency emphasizes that Transparency and access to information are two key pillars in efforts to enhance the universality of the Arms Trade Treaty. The more open States Parties are in reporting arms transfers, the more this will contribute to building trust with non-member States and provide them with deeper understanding of the benefits of joining the treaty, specifically in regards with curbing irresponsible arms flows and preventing their use in grave violations of international law.
Transparent reporting is an effective tool in detecting illicit or suspicious arms transfers, particularly when the parties are non-member states of the treaty. This transparency contributes to creating international political and moral pressure that motivates these countries to review their positions and seriously consider joining the treaty. This information also constitutes a crucial foundation for enhancing international cooperation in combating the illicit arms trade and preventing their diversion to illegitimate entities.
Moreover, a number of non-member states encountering challenges related to the illicit trade or weak control over small arms and light weapons may find the treaty a proper framework for benefiting from international technical and logistical support to address these challenges, provided that they are convinced of the efficiency of the treaty and their commitment to its implementation.
In this context, Partners Foundation expresses its concern that certain member states fail to submit their annual reports on time, or engage in arms export deals to parties suspected of committing serious violations of human rights or to armed groups. Such practices undermine the treaty’s credibility in the eyes of non-member states and impede the excreted efforts to broaden its membership. 
Therefore, Partners Foundation calls upon states parties to exchange best practices in the field of implementing the treaty, particularly with regard to transparency, reporting, and accountability, and to share these experiences at the regional and international levels. Enhancing confidence in the treaty system requires greater commitment and openness, so that the international community can present a clear and reliable image of the treaty's feasibility and effectiveness, thus encouraging more states to accede to it and contribute to regulating the arms trade in a manner that preserves international peace and security.
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