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Second intervention: Partners Foundation to the transparency and reporting group
On the lack of transparency and accountability in arms transfer that exacerbates armed conflicts in Africa 
The African continent is witnessing an alarming escalation in the pace of armed conflicts and the expansion of the scope of armed groups and terrorist movements, particularly in the Sahel and Sahara regions, and west and east Africa, making it one of the most affected regions by gross human rights violations in the world, including extrajudicial killings, sexual violence, forced displacement, and attacks targeting educational and health facilities, hindering civilians’ access to basic services and destroying the fabric of community life. 
The uncontrolled conventional weapons’ flow into conflict zones, in the absence of transparency and effective oversight mechanisms, contributes to fueling these violations. In several cases, arms transfers are shrouded in secrecy, creating a fertile environment for weapons to fall into the hands of extremist groups or regimes that violate their obligations under international human rights and humanitarian law. Meanwhile, the lack of transparency impedes accountability and increases corruption levels associated with arms trade.
Although the ATT aims at enhancing transparency and accountability through obliging states parties to submit annual reports on their imports and exports of conventional weapons, compliance with this commitment remains weak in Africa. Although 31 African countries have joined the treaty, including conflict-affected countries such as Nigeria, Chad, and the Central African Republic, the percentage of countries submitting annual reports to the treaty secretariat remains low. Several countries have chosen to keep their reports confidential, while some countries—such as the Central African Republic, Chad, Gabon, and Mali—have not submitted any reports at all since their accession.
Partners for Transparency has observed weapons in the possession of armed groups in some African countries that originate from States Parties to the treaty, such as Serbia and France. This suggests the potential for illicit diversion of these weapons and raises questions about the effectiveness of end-use controls.
Given the weakness of national oversight systems, the lack of transparency around arms contracts, and the disregard by some exporting countries for the humanitarian and political consequences of their exports, it becomes almost impossible to hold accountable those responsible for fueling conflicts, undermining efforts to achieve peace, security, and sustainable development in Africa.
Finally, Partners Foundation calls on States Parties, particularly those experiencing armed conflicts, to fully commit to submitting accurate and transparent annual reports and making them publicly available, thus enhancing public oversight and fostering accountability. It also calls for an in-depth discussion within the treaty framework to understand the reasons preventing some African States to comply with reporting requirements, whether for technical or financial reasons, and to work to provide the necessary technical support to ensure national capacities are strengthened in this regard.
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