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Third Statement – Before Working Group on Universality of ATT
Subject: Challenges to Promoting Universality of ATT in Africa
Mandela for Rights and Democracy
Mr. President,
Mandela for Rights and Democracy affirms that proliferation of conventional arms, particularly small arms and light weapons, significantly contributes to the continuation of conflicts and threatens security across African continent. Despite 31 African countries having ratified ATT, 24 countries have yet to join, which poses a challenge to achieving full universality of the Treaty.
Mr. President,
African countries face a range of challenges that hinder their full accession to Treaty, which can be summarized in three main areas:
1. Security and Political Challenges: Some countries are grappling with internal conflicts or terrorist threats, making security priorities more pressing than joining international treaties. Additionally, weak institutions or fears that the treaty may impact security or economic interests prevent some governments from joining.
2. Technical and Institutional Challenges: Many countries lack the resources and technical capacities to implement the treaty, such as establishing national laws or regulating arms transfers. Some perceive the financial costs of implementation to be high.
3. Misconceptions: Some countries fear the treaty infringes on their sovereignty or do not understand its benefits in curbing illicit trafficking and enhancing security.
Mr. President,
To address these challenges, Mandela for Rights and Democracy will conduct regional awareness campaigns targeting decision-makers and civil society to clarify the importance and benefits of ATT, alongside organizing workshops to correct misconceptions.
Despite funding challenges, we are committed to continuing this effort to encourage more African countries to join ATT, believing in its significance for achieving security and peace on the continent.
Thank you.
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