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Second Statement – Before Working Group on Transparency and Reporting
Subject: Challenges of Transparency in Arms Trade and Impeding Global Accountability
Mandela for Rights and Democracy
Mr. President,
Mandela for Rights and Democracy emphasizes that transparency and availability of information regarding arms trade are fundamental pillars for ensuring effective regulation, preventing violations, and enhancing accountability. However, the reality indicates a clear decline in the commitment of many states to this principle.
In numerous countries, insufficient information is available about the types, quantities, and destinations of exported arms, and the laws governing these operations and shipping data often remain secret, limiting the ability of parliaments and civil society to exercise oversight and accountability.
For example, lack of transparency in France poses a major obstacle to parliamentary and judicial scrutiny of arms exports, making it difficult to assess state’s compliance with its international obligations.
We are also witnessing a decline in the number of countries committed to submitting their annual reports to ATT Secretariat. In 2013, 54 countries submitted their reports, while 18 countries in 2023 chose to keep their reports confidential. Furthermore, 17 countries, including Afghanistan, Lebanon, and the Philippines, have not submitted any reports since joining the treaty.
Mr. President,
The concealment of these reports undermines transparency and accountability mechanisms, eroding international trust in the ability of the existing system to limit the use of arms in conflicts or to commit serious violations. Therefore, Mandela for Rights and Democracy recommends the following:
1. Urge all state parties to make their annual reports public and accessible to the public;
2. Provide technical and financial support to developing countries to enable them to establish advanced systems for collecting, analyzing, and publishing arms trade data;
3. Highlight the importance of transparency as a means to enhance regional and international security and stability.
In conclusion, Mandela for Rights and Democracy believes that enhancing transparency serves not only ATT goals but also reinforces respect for human rights and the protection of civilians worldwide.
Thank you.
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